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Pilgrim Lodge is a multi-generational summer camp and retreat space
centered on the spirit of extravagant welcome. Ours is a ministry of

inclusion: no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, all who
come in love have a seat at the table. We believe in providing space to
slow down the rapid pace of modern life in order to tend to community.
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Deans Andrew, Mollie, Leo, & Eleanor

H e l l o  C a m p e r s !H e l l o  C a m p e r s !

Arrival: September 4 @ 5:30 PM (dinner on your own)
Departure: September 7 @11 AM

Hello and welcome to Family and Friends Camp 2026! We are so excited to join
you on the shores of  Lake Cobbosseecontee this Labor Day Weekend. We’ll be
gathering with folks of  all ages and family configurations from across Maine

and beyond for a spirit-filled, fun weekend at Pilgrim. 



We’re excited to return to Pilgrim Lodge for another weekend of  Family
and Friends Camp! We were Deans last summer, and before that campers,
and past staffers. Deans Eleanor (7) and Leo (4.5) are thrilled to return to
the boardwalk, swimming, ice cream time, and the echo in chapel. When

not at camp, we live in Denver, CO, where Mollie serves a local UCC
church, Andrew works as a pharmacist, Eleanor is starting 2nd grade and
Leo is going into his last year of  preschool. We love to swim, hike, make

music, and participate in our local neighborhood community!

Our love for Maine runs deep, our two dogs are Katahdin and Cobbie (that’s
right, short for Cobbosseecontee!)

We’re looking forward to gathering around the campfire at PL to enjoy a little
bit more of  summer together. This weekend will be full of  opportunities to
play, sing, create, rest, deepen spiritually, and enjoy ice cream time. We will
have time in our units and groups we came with, as well as opportunities to

meet and become friends with new folks. The weekend is a short time at
camp, but filled with meaning-making and fun. Family and friends weekend
is an intergenerational, all-ages time at camp.  We will have daily chapel and
vespers services, which we’ll be inviting you to help plan or participate in as

you’d like. We’ll have favorite camp activities like the water carnival, fun
evening program, campfire with singing and labyrinth time. 



Unlike other sessions of  camp, there are no counselors! This means adults will
be responsible for supervising kids. There will be a few times when Camp staff

will help us offer some kid only time, with adults having separate
programming. Family and Friends weekend is a time to be together with those

you came with, while making new friends. We are hopeful that you’ll fully
participate in all of  the programming and we are supportive and understanding

of when folks need to just take a break as well. 

If  you have a special skill or offering you’d like to share as an interest group
during free time, please do! This could be a craft/art, teaching a game, making a
song together, leading a ping pong tournament or hike. If  your offering needs

specific supplies, please bring those special supplies to lead your interest group. 

We’d also invite you to bring storybooks to read in your cabin before bed. As
parents of  young kids, we know the joy of  reading before bed, and believe no one

is too old to be read to. Pilgrim Lodge also has many to choose from.



Just a note about cell phones. They are great! And they can be kind of  terrible.
We all know this. Camp is a delightful space to take a break for a bit. We’d

encourage everyone to take breaks from phones (while understanding they’re
your camera etc). Camp policy is all kids under 18 need to leave phones at home

or in cabins. 

Alumni Day is back on Sunday for a second year, after great success in 2025.
We will be welcoming PL alumni into parts of  our programming on Sunday,

and that group will have some of  their own programming as well. 



S e e  y o u  a t  c a m p !
Questions? Email  or call  Pilgrim Lodge:

 lhoffman@pilgrimlodge.org 207-446-8303
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*An option to make a donation to the Summer 2026 
outreach project will be available at registration and in the camp store. 
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A few items to consider bringing:
Storybooks to read in your cabins at night 
Snacks (and a critter proof container to put them in)
Life jackets or swimmies for children under 6
Musical instruments for chapel or just to play
Board games & cards for free time
Supplies if  you’d like to offer an interest group (leading an
activity during free time)
Something to tie dye!

We are getting so excited to join you at
 Pilgrim Lodge in just a few weeks! 

https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-Guide-for-Family-Camps.pdf
https://www.pilgrimlodge.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-Guide-for-Family-Camps.pdf
https://www.speakingplace.org/
https://wabanakiphw.org/
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